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● The Coen brothers excel at creating a sense of dread.
● The scene's pacing, the dialogue, and Javier Bardem's 

chilling performance all contribute to an 
atmosphere of unbearable tension.

● The uncertainty of the outcome, dictated by a 
seemingly random coin toss, amplifies the feeling of 
helplessness.

MASTERFUL USE OF TENSION 2



● The dialogue reveals Anton Chigurh's cold, detached 
nature and his belief in fate.

● The gas station attendant's reactions, from casual 
conversation to growing fear, highlight the 
vulnerability of ordinary people in the face of 
unpredictable violence.

CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT THROUGH DIALOGUE AND ACTION 3



● The setting, a remote gas station, adds to the sense 
of isolation and vulnerability.

● Details like the tire chains and the way Chigurh 
handles the candy wrapper, contribute to the feeling 
of unease.

● The .21 that is shown on the register is a very subtle 
detail that adds to the feeling of fate, and chance.

MISE-EN-SCÈNE AND SYMBOLISM 4



● The Coen brothers, along with cinematographer 
Roger Deakins, use precise framing and camera 
movement to enhance the scene's tension.  

● The deliberate pacing, with long takes and pauses, 
allows the tension to build gradually.

● The lack of musical score, excluding a very subtle 
sound that occurs during this scene, adds to the raw 
feeling of the scene.  

CINEMATOGRAPHY AND PACING 5



● The scene encapsulates the film's themes of fate, 
chance, and the nature of evil.  

● It raises questions about free will and the arbitrary 
nature of violence.

● In essence, the coin toss scene is a testament to the 
power of subtle filmmaking, where every element 
works in concert to create a truly unforgettable and 
unsettling experience.

THEMATIC RESONANCE 6


